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kind of metamorphic agglomerate which cannot be
explained without a most minute microscopic ana-
lysis. Here, then, we have an instance of what is
meant by phonetic corruption ; and you will perceive
how, not only the form, but the whole nature of
language can be affected by it. As soon as phonetic
corruption shows itself in a language, that language
has lost what we considered to be the most essential
character of all human speech, namely, that every
part of it should have a meaning. The people who
spoke Sanskrit were as little aware that vimaati
meant twice ten as a Frenchman is that vingt contains
somehow the remains of what is now deux and dlx.
Language, therefore, has entered into a new stage as
soon as it submits to the attacks of phonetic change.
The life of language has become benumbed and extinct
in those words or portions of words which show the
first traces of this phonetic mould. Henceforth those
words or portions of words can be kept up artificially
or by traditions only ; arid, what is important, a
distinction is henceforth established between what is
substantial or radical, and what is merely formal or
grammatical in words.

Grammatical Farms produced "by PJumettc

For let us now take another instance, which wil 1 make
it clearer how phonetic corruption leads to the first
appearance of so-called grammatical forms, We. are
not in the habit of looking on twenty or German zw<m-
zig as the plural of a word for ten. But how was a pi unU
originally formed ? In Chinese, which from tint first hag
guarded most carefully against the taint of